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This is the Q3 2019, issue of the The Retort, a 
publication of the The Canton of Aston Tor of the 
Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).

The Retort is published quarterly and is available from 
Robert Jestus 2912 SW Shadow Brook Dr, Blue Springs, 
MO 64015. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., 
and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.

Submissions must be in by the last meeting before the 
publishing date. Contact the Chronicler at chronicler@
astontor.calontir.org for deadlines. Any questions, 
submissions or requests for additional copies should be sent 
to the Chronicler. Please include modern name as well as 
Society name in all correspondence.

Copyright © 2019 Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, 
or artwork from this publication, please contact the 
Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original 
creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 
contributors.

DisclaiMercreDits
“A poor man on crutches accosting a traveller”, 1568. 
Woodcut by Jost Amman. This work is in the public 
domain in its country of origin and other countries and 
areas where the copyright term is the author’s life plus 100 
years or less.

Photo of the Lilies Camp © 2019 Nicole Jestus (Umm 
Turab Zulaykha). Used with Permission.

“Messenger Bag, Instructions & Drawings” © 2019 Annette 
Barker (HL Aine nic Tailleur). Used with Permission.

All other artwork and illustrations are provided, free 
of charge for use in non-commercial publications, by the 
Orthodox Arts Journal; https://www.orthodoxartsjournal.org/
orthodox-illustration-project

Official sca MissiON stateMeNt

The Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA) is an international non-profit volunteer educational organization. 
The SCA is devoted to the research and re-creation of pre-seventeenth century skills, arts, combat, culture, and 
employing knowledge of history to enrich the lives of participants through events, demonstrations, and other educational 
presentations and activities.
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Officer Missives
ChronICler

CalonCon where I got to meet some of the other 
impressive Chroniclers of Calontir. While it’s a little late 
in my process to institute some of the ideas I have in this 
issue I think I’m going to renovate my design for Q4 of 
this year. Stay tuned, things are going to get different!

Szanowny!

My family and I survived 
our first official Lilies War!  
We had an amazing time and 
it went by so quickly that 
we’re already eager for the 
next one.

I also attended my first 

I have my first official article since the relaunch of The 
Retort! I’m super grateful that HL Aine nic Tailleur has 
shared her bag design with us. Both my wife and I left 
Lilies with one of her bags and they are great.

You may notice this issue is still a little light on content, 
especially Officer Missives. Please help me shame your 
Officers into sending me notes!

If you’d like to help improve the quality of our newsletters 
you simply need to send anything you may have to 
chronicler@astontor.calontir.org along with the proper release 
form, which can now be found at https://astontor.calontir.org.

Z poważaniem, 
Zygmunt Gdański
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Baron 
søren atte raven

We are still in need of 
award recommendations, so 
please send them in. If you 
aren’t sure what award would 
be appropriate the Baron and 
Baroness are happy to figure 
it out with you.

MInIster of arts and sCIenCes 
hl losaIr ellen nIC taIllear

If you are doing a project, 
learning a new skill, wishing 
for instruction, or just 
curious about anything 
TELL LASAIR!!

MeetiNg highlights
ChatelaIne 
seChen tatar

She is going to commission a 
stamp from Garren of a sea 
sheep holding a key, to stamp 
onto favors, to be worn by 
people who are comfortable 
talking to and/or introducing 
newcomers. This symbol will 
indicate to the newcomers 
that this is a good person to 
approach.

Baroness 
rowan del wIChe

The Baron and Baroness 
went to a vineyard this 
weekend. They have had 
some dealings with the 
owner in the past, and he 
is quite enthusiastic upon 
learning of the SCA. He 
may allow us to hold small 
events at his property!

They are seeking award 

weBMInIster (deputy) 
uMM turaB Zulaykha

HL Logan de Munro is still technically the webminister 
as I (Zulaykha) have only today managed to send in my 
paperwork. However if you need anything, go ahead and 
contact me, and I will get it done.

It has been requested that someone contact the baronial 
webminister and ask them to take the old website off of 
the facebook page.

recommendations! Please send them some. There has been 
some confusion, as they have received none, but a few 
populace members are certain they’ve sent them in, so 
please email the Baron/Baroness directly at soren.of.tor@
gmail.com and rowandelwich@gmail.com . If you’re not 
sure which award would be appropriate, just ask and their 
excellencies and they will help.

The barony has many events coming up (Fall Crown, the 
next Coronation, etc.) and we need help for all (gate, 
waterbearers, etc.). Please consider volunteer.

The baronial e-swipers are now available.
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populaCe

Mistress Dorcas is stepping down as kingdom submission 
Herald. She will still be able to accept cash for submissions, 
but it will be more difficult than it was previously, so if 
you could please get a check or money order instead.

ChronICler 
ZygMunt gdańskI

It is never too early to 
send Officer Missives! The 
deadline for submissions 
is the last weekend of the 
Quarter, but sooner is better 
than later as this gives him 
more time for formatting/
layout/etc.

If you do something, tell 

exChequer 
hl gerald kendall

Q1 report is done.

HL Kendall has started 
his project to scan in and 
archive the giant tub of Tor 
financial records. He hopes 
to someday get them all 
digitized.

We didn’t get charged for 
the port-a-johns at Unslung, 
so we are not out that cost. 
However please be on the lookout for opportunities to 
make up that income so that we can pay for our church 
space rental. Also be looking out for potential event sites. 
Places that can host 200-300 people, where weapons and 
fighting are not banned. Churches, civic centers, etc.

him! Write something about it, draw it, and send it in! If 
you do anything, TELL ZYGMUNT!

MeetiNg highlights
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By HL Aine nic Tailleur

MaterIals needed
fabric
 2- 2/3 yards of 2 different materials
 or 1 1/4 yard of 1 color
scissors
chalk, pencils, or something for marking
measuring device
sewing machine or needle
matching or contrasting thread
pins

finished size 13 x 11.5 x 2
1. Cut fabric to sizes in picture 1 or 1(a)
2. Place both “main bag” pieces together and 

cut off the length to 40 inches. Your pieces 
of fabric should be 15 x 40, 3 x 44 (3 to 
4 of these) and a 15 x 4 (extra to use for 
decorating if you so chose)

3. Fold the main bag pieces (wrong sides out) up 
13 inches (picture 3). On the upper side (not 
the side with the fold) cut a 1 x 14 inch strip 
on both sides (this will become the flap).

4. Sew 1/2 inch seam on each side of the folded 
portion.

5. Fold the bag so the side seams are facing you. 
Sew the “point” (bow corner) at 2 inches 
across (picture 5)

6. Turn one of the bags right side out then place 
this bag inside the other one matching box 
corners and seams (picture 6).

7. Leaving a 4 to 5 inch opening in the sew 
around the edge of the bag. Clip as necessary. 
(picture 7 and 7a)

8. At this point I iron all the seams flat.
9. Pull the bag through the opening that you 

left turning it so the right side is facing out. 
Again match the seams and the pleats and pin 

MesseNger Bag, iNstructiONs & DrawiNgs
the seam at the box pleat.

10. I also iron it at this point to make a sharp 
edge to make it easier to top stitch. Top stitch 
the entire edge.

11. It is now time to make the shoulder straps. 
Measure how long you want the bag to hang. 
Sew 2 of the straps (handles) together. Picture 
8

12. Sew the long straps together (remember 1/2 
inch seam). Try not to match the lengthening 
seams when sewing the lengths together. 
Picture 9

13. Turn the handles right side out, iron. Turn the 
edges of the ends under top stitch. Picture 9

14. Sew the handles onto the bag. Match the edges 
of the handles to the box pleat and pin. Lay 
the handle next to where the flap and the bag 
body meet, pin. Place a few more pins to 
stabilize the handles before sewing over the 
top stitching to attach the handles to the bag. 
There are several additions you can make to 
these instructions 
a. You can alter the edges of the flap. Round 
the corners, cut off the edges of the corners, 
make a pointed or any other thing you can 
think of (I even made dagging). 
b. You can place a strap to hold down the flap. 
(at instruction #4). I usually measure about 7 
inches down from the edge of the bag. 
c. You can put any design on it you can thin 
of. Paint, sew 
d. Use either 2 heavy weight or 1 heavy and 
one light weight pieces of fabric (not 2 light 
weight it won’t stand up). 
e. Make sure that the width of your handles 
does not exceed depth of your bag (otherwise 
you will need to do some alternative sewing 
techniques). 
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BaronIal populaCe  MeetIng 
& fIghter praCtICe

activities aND eveNts
astON tOr populaCe  MeetIng 

& fIghter praCtICe
Populace meetings are open 
to everyone. Fighters are 
often present for training 
as well as others practicing 
their chosen arts. Heralds 
are usually available for 
consultation on your SCA 
persona’s name or heraldic 
device.

Second and Fourth 
Thursdays of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Walnut Gardens Community of Christ
19201 E RD Mize Road
Independence, MO 64057

Practice includes fighters 
from both the armored 
combat and cut & thrust 
disciplines.

New fighters, please contact 
the marshalls twenty-four 
hours in advance so they can 
bring loaner armor for you 
to fight in. You must provide 
your own knee pads and 
groin protection.

Wednesdays Weekly at 6:30 p.m.
Irene B. French Community Center
5701 Merriam Dr, 
Merriam, KS 66203

BaronIal CurIa MeetIng 
Curia Meetings are for the 
officers of Forgotten Sea to 
discuss the business of the 
Barony. It is also open to all 
the populace of the Barony.

Second Wednesday of the 
Month at 6:30 p.m.
Irene B. French Community 
Center
5701 Merriam Dr, 
Merriam, KS 66203

BaronIal arChery praCtICe
Everyone is invited, whether 
you want to shoot, throw 
weapons, or just hang out!

Monday nights starting at 
6:30 p.m.
Kearny, MO
Email lbh-archery@bfs-kc.org 
for directions
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activities aND eveNts
known world heraldIC and 

sCrIBal arts syMposIuM

Jul 6 – Jul 7
Coeur d’Ennui

BattleMoor

Jul 9 – Jul 14
Kingdom of the Outlands

suMMer CoronatIon

Jul 13
Lost Moor

kIngdoM arts & sCIenCes

Jul 20
Oakheart

pennsIC war

Jul 26 – Aug 11
Kingdom of Aethelmarc

feast of eagles

Jul 27
Cúm an Iolair

heraldshIll annual event

Aug 17
Heraldshill

regIonal Marshal event

Aug 17
Crystal Mynes

Cattle raIds

Aug 24
Mag Mor

valor

Aug 30 – Sep 2
Vatavia

known world agrICulture & 
forestry syMposIuM

Aug 31 – Sep 2
Kingdom of Atlantia

known world BardIC Congress 
and Cook

Aug 31 – Sep 2
Kingdom of MidRealm

kIng’s CoMpanIe of arChers

Sep 7 – Sep 8
TBA

Masters of the duel

Sep 14
Amlethsmor (formerly Amlesmore)

ansteorra 40th year 
CeleBratIon

Sep 19 – Sep 22
Kingdom of Ansteorra

vertIgo

Sep 28
Lost Moor
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Officers Of astON tOr

senesChal
Lady Aelin Kausi   (Modern: Alicia Rosebrough)
      seneschal@astontor.calontir.org

exChequer
HL Gerald Kendall   (Modern: John Nelson)
(913) 486-4503*     exchequer@astontor.calontir.org

ChronICler
Zygmunt Gdanski   (Modern: Rob Jestus)
(763) 439-3568*     chronicler@astontor.calontir.org

herald
HL Aine nic Tailleur   (Modern: Annette Barker)
(816) 223-9907*     herald@astontor.calontir.org

ChatelaIne
Lady Sechen Tatar  (Modern: Linda James)
(816) 516-1041*     chatelaine@astontor.calontir.org

MInIster of arts and sCIenCes
Lady Losair Ellen nic Taillear (Modern: Lorry McDonald)
(816) 230-5689* or (816) 679-3586*  artsandsciences@astontor.calontir.org

fIghter Marshal
Lord Janos Katona   (Modern: Joel Ricketts)
(913) 915-3502*     marshal@astontor.calontir.org

arCher Marshal
Unfilled
      archery@astontor.calontir.org

weB MInIster
Umm Turab Zulaykha   (Modern: Nicole Jestus)
      webminister@astontor.calontir.org

MInIster of youth
Unfilled
      moy@astontor.calontir.org

* No calls between 10pm and 8am, remember to leave your name with a message.


